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SUPPLEMENT

RESPONSIVE
DESIGN
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It’s a Multi 
Screen World

T H E  M O B I L E  R E V O L U T I O N
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How do we adapt?

S E PA R AT E  M O B I L E  S I T E A D A P T I V E  W E B  D E S I G N R E S P O N S I V E  W E B  D E S I G N

3

4

“Rather than creating disconnected designs, each tailored to a particular 
device or browser, we should instead treat them as facets of the same 

experience. In other words, we can craft sites that are not only more flexible, 
but that can adapt to the media that renders them.”

E T H A N  M A R C O T T E
A U T H O R  O F  R E S P O N S I V E  W E B  D E S I G N
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1. Flexible/Fluid Layouts

2. Flexible Images and Media

3. Media Queries

Ingredients of 
Responsive Web 
Design
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Flexible/Fluid
Layouts

R W D  I N G R E D I E N T S • Fluid Grid Layouts

• Responsive Typography

• New CSS Features like Flexbox, Grid &

advanced calc() functions
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Fluid Grid 
Layouts

R W D :   F L E X I B L E / F L U I D  L A Y O U T S
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Flexible
Typography

R W D :   F L E X I B L E / F L U I D  L A Y O U T S

body {

font-size: 100%;  /* flexible baseline */

}

p {

font-size: 1.25em; /* 1.25em relative to 16px baseline */

}
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New CSS
Features

R W D :   F L E X I B L E / F L U I D  L A Y O U T S
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Flexible Images
& Media

R W D  I N G R E D I E N T S • Flexible Images

• SVGs

• For High Res- Screens
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Flexible 
Images

R W D :   F L E X I B L E I M A G E S / M E D I A

img {

width: 100%;

height: auto;

}
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Scalable
Vector Graphics
(SVGs)

R W D :   F L E X I B L E  I M A G E S / M E D I A
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What about 
hi-res screens?

R W D :   F L E X I B L E  I M A G E S / M E D I A

<picture>

<source media="(min-width: 650px)" srcset="img_car_desktop.jpg" 

alt="Car" >

<source media="(min-width: 465px)" srcset="img_car_mobile.jpg"

alt="Car" >

<img src="img_car.jpg" alt="Car" >

</picture> 

<img srcset="image-b.jpg" src="image-a.jpg" alt="an image" />

13

14

Media 
Queries

R W D  I N G R E D I E N T S • What are Media Queries?

• Responsive Web Design Approaches

• Graceful Degradation vs Progressive 

Enhancement
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What are 
Media Queries?

R W D :   M E D I A  Q U E R I E S

@media only screen and (min-width: 769px) {

.push-header {

display: none;

}

}

@media only screen and (max-width: 480px) {

.mail-bar {

display: none;

}

}

15

16

Responsive 
Web Design
Kittens

R W D :   M E D I A Q U E R I E S
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Graceful 
Degradation
vs
Progressive 
Enhancement

R W D :   M E D I A  Q U E R I E S
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Keep in
Mind!

T H I N G S  T O  C O N S I D E R

• Performance/Load times

• Accessibility

• Imagery

• Scripts

• Typography - web fonts, font stack 

fallbacks on devices (standard desktop 

typefaces not available on mobile)

• Testing
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Test! 
Test! 
Test!
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“A successful responsive design bends, flexes, and breaks the right way 
to make the best use of the available space.”

J A M I E N E E LY,  T Y P E C A S T
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